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OAKBANK WRAP UP       2018 JUMPS PROGRAM       LEADERBOARDS        
WARRNAMBOOL NEWS & FUNDRAISER      RACE PLACEGETTERS           

INSIDE
THIS MONTH

MEMBERSHIPS ARE DUE NOW 1ST FEBRUARY, 2018 (see Page17)

Oakbank Easter Racing Carnival Wrap
by MARK ANGUS   Deputy Chairman, South Australian Jumps Racing

Oakbank 2018 kicked off on Sunday 18 March when, 
for the first time, the $100,000 Von Doussa Steeple-

chase (3600m) was run outside of its traditional place in the 
Easter Racing Carnival. The first major chase of the Austral-
ian jumps season, the race attracted an outstanding field — 
the strongest in many years, according to seasoned observers 
— who had a combined total of 47 jumps wins between the 
ten starters.

The 2017 Von Doussa 
winner, Zed Em (Patrick 
Payne) was back to defend 
the title, alongside stablemate 
No Song No Supper, the 
much-fancied Dormello Mo 
(Simon Ryan) and a number 
of other well-performed 
jumpers, including last year’s 
Great Eastern Steeplechase 
winner Spying On You 
(Grant Young), the 2016 
Von Doussa champion 
Nishiazabu (Kevin and 
Heather Frew), Darren 
Weir’s Now and Zen, a 
Classic Hurdle winner at 
Oakbank previously, and Eric 
Musgrove’s winner over both 
hurdles and fences, Zataglio.

The race lived up to its billing, with the SA-trained front 
runner Nishiazabu leading the competitive field for most of 
the first circuit of the Adelaide Hills track, although he was 
closely tracked much of the way by Zed Em and Dormello 
Mo. However, Steven Pateman on Zed Em took the 
defending champion to the lead as they passed the judge for 
the first time as the field bunched up and the pace increased.

If any further proof were needed as to the quality of the 
field, the thrilling finish certainly bore that out. Zed Em led 
them over the last two fences, closely pressed by Dormello 
Mo and Now and Zen, with Spying On You closing 
fast on the outside rail as they came down the straight. In 
the end, Zed Em was able to hold on for a hard-ridden 
victory, with only about 10 lengths covering the first seven. 

This was back-to-back wins 
in the time-honoured classic 
for Zed Em, giving Steven 
Pateman his fourth victory in 
the race, and a third win for 
trainer Patrick Payne.

A word here on Nishiazabu 
— one of South Australia’s 
leading chasers over the past 
five years, the 9-year-old 
gelding fell at the second 
last in the Von Doussa (only 
the second time he hadn’t 
completed the course in his 
23 jumps starts). Although he 
was up on his feet and had 
suffered no serious injury 
(unfortunately, jockey Paul 
Hamblin fractured his wrist 
in the fall and had to miss the 
Easter Carnival), the owners 

of ‘Nishi’ and trainers Kevin and Heather Frew took the 
decision to retire him from racing with immediate effect.

Undoubtedly one of the state’s most-loved horses (his 
Facebook page was inundated with well-wishers after the 
announcement of his retirement), Nishiazabu had a stellar 
steeplechase career, most notably in 2016 when he won the 
Von Doussa Steeplechase, the Thomas Foods International

Outstanding weather. Family fun. A revamped programme. High quality jumping races. Worthy winners. 
The three days of racing at Oakbank in 2018 had it all.

Zed Em
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Steeplechase at Oakbank, and the South Australian Grand 
National Steeplechase at Morphettville. Nominated for 
Champion Jumper of the Year at the 2015/16 Australian 
Racehorse of the Year Awards, Nishiazabu will head into a 
well-earned retirement at owner Mark Hall’s property at 
Cherry Gardens having earned $353,619 in prize money over 
a career that included 8 wins, as well as places in both the Great 
Eastern Steeplechase (2015 and 2016) and the Thackeray 
Steeplechase (2016 and 2017). He will be much missed.

The 18 March meeting also featured the racing.com Hurdle 
(3200m), where the field included a number of horses with 
jumps wins last season under their belts, such as locals I’m 
A Bluebagger (John A. O’Connor), Sea Raven (Barry 
Brook) and Cable Bay (Shane Oxlade), as well as regular 
winner in South Australia 
over both hurdles and fences, 
Eric Musgrove’s About the 
Journey.  Up-and-coming 
hurdlers Exalted Kanga 
(Grant Young) and Himalaya 
Dream (Travis Doudle) were 
also in the field, all of whom 
were up against the much-
fancied Renew (Darren Weir), 
winner over hurdles at the 
2017 Oakbank Carnival. In 
what was a highly competitive 
race throughout (six in a line 
all jumped the first together), 
there was a fair degree of 
pace in the opening lap, with 
Himalaya Dream  opening 
up an early lead after they 
completed the treble up the 
back straight, and the 8-year-
old led Renew by about five 
lengths as they came into the 
home straight for the first time, 
with the field spread out over 
twenty lengths or so.

Himalaya Dream  continued to extend his lead to about 
ten lengths as they rounded the turn out of the straight, but 
as they got to the treble up the back the rest began to reel 
him in, with About the Journey coming wide to take the 
lead four out from home. With Martin Kelly aboard, About 
the Journey finished extremely strongly, jumping the last 
two in the straight confidently, with I’m A Bluebagger and 
Cable Bay running on to take the minor placings.

From a racing perspective, the running of the Von Doussa 
at this meeting has to be considered a success when you 
take into account the quality of this field. Only one or two 
horses that would be considered among the top echelon of 
Australian chasers were missing and, as the first steeplechase 

of the season, the race more than lived up to expectations.

The Oakbank Easter Carnival kicked off this year with 
the Annual Great Eastern Steeplechase Calcutta being 
held at The Haus in Hahndorf on Good Friday. This was 
a great opportunity for jumps racing fans from all over to 
get together before the serious business began, and as usual 
Nick O’Connor did a splendid job as MC, talking with 
trainers and riders about their chances over the coming 
weekend. There was an excellent crowd of jumps racing 
enthusiasts in attendance — including a significant number 
who had travelled to SA from non-jumps racing states —  
and it formed the perfect prelude to the beginning of the 
Carnival. We are expecting that this Good Friday gathering 
will quickly become an institution!

Again, racegoers at Oakbank 
on Easter Saturday (31 March) 
were blessed with outstanding 
weather and the crowds began 
their traditional pilgrimage 
up the hill early in the day. 
The barbecues were fired up 
in the Member’s car park, the 
champagne and Pimms were 
flowing freely, and the thousands 
of kids in attendance were 
making sure they were warmed 
up for the famous Melba’s Easter 
Egg Races later in the day.

The Back Paddock at 
Oakbank, located on the 
expanse of grass behind the 
Members’ Grandstand, was 
even bigger and better this 
year, with entertainment, 
a multitude of new food 
and drink providers, and a 
general vibe reminiscent of 
that generated at Adelaide 

Oval during the Test Match. It provided an excellent 
backdrop to a fine day’s racing.

For the first time in more than a century, the Great 
Eastern Steeplechase was held on Saturday rather than 
its traditional spot on Easter Monday.  Perhaps a little 
surprisingly, only three horses backed up from the Von 
Doussa thirteen days before — the Patrick Payne pair 
of Zed Em and No Song No Supper, along with last 
year’s winner, Spying On You (Grant Young). They 
were joined by the 2017 runner-up, Tony Rosolini’s 
Undergroundfighter and I’ll’ava’alf, trained by Patrick 
Ryan. Although the field contained quality, the number 
of runners was ultimately disappointing but not entirely 
unexpected, given that this was a 3-mile chase being 
run in March.
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All the talk beforehand was whether Zed Em could 
go the distance and back up his win over 3600m with 
another here over the more demanding 4950m and 24 
fences of the Great Eastern Steeplechase. In short, he 
did, and he did it well.

In a bold riding performance, Steven 
Patemen took Zed Em to the front 
more or less from the off, and he 
led over the first — a position the 
7-year-old was never to surrender. 
Jumping confidently throughout, he 
stretched the field early on, although 
Undergroundfighter was putting 
pressure on for the first two circuits. 
They began to bunch up a little 
closer on top of the hill the last time 
around and, with two fences to go, 
stablemate No Song No Supper 
looked to have drawn level at the 
front. However, he was a little ragged 
over the penultimate fence and this 
gave Zed Em the breathing space he 
needed. 

Despite No Song No Supper 
running on gamely, Zed Em 
responded to Steven Pateman’s 
urging down the straight to give the 
champion jockey his fifth win in the 
race by about four lengths, and along 
with it a fourth Great Eastern for 
trainer Patrick Payne.

Saturday also saw the running of 
the $100,000 Classic Hurdle which 
produced something of an upset, with 
Eric Musgrove’s Abebe putting in a 
very strong performance to give the 
legendary jumps trainer his second win 
at Oakbank for 2018 and ninth win in 
the race overall.

Patrick Payne’s Angelology was the hot 
favourite for the Classic Hurdle, and 
Steven Pateman rode him steadily at 
the back throughout, allowing Renew 
and Getting Leggie to make the early 
running. After the first lap, the field was 
fairly tightly bunched, and there wasn’t 
much movement until Abebe headed 
Renew with five to jump. At about the 
same time, Angelology began to make 
a move, but in an impressive staying 
performance, the favourite couldn’t 
chase down Martin Kelly and Abebe, 

with the winner from thirteen days before, About the 
Journey finishing very strongly again to take third.

Easter Monday (2 April), despite the moving of the Great 
Eastern Steeplechase, still featured two jumping races, 

both of which were dominated by the 
Musgrove stable.

In the South Australian Jumps Racing 
BM120 Hurdle (3200m), Musgrove 
horses took out the trifecta, with 
Murphy’s Delight, ridden cannily by 
Lee Horner, taking the honours after 
Searaven, ridden by Rob David, set 
a cracking early pace. Tangara and 
Beyond Thankful took the minor 
places, with Searaven, holding on to 
eventually take fourth for Oakbank 
trainer Barry Brook.

Five runners lined up in the 3250m 
Ecycle Solutions Steeplechase, with 
another Musgrove-trained winner 
coming in. Zataglio, ridden by Darryl 
Horner Jr., which had run a creditable 
sixth behind Zed Em  in the Von 
Doussa, had a comfortable win of about 
ten lengths over the favourite Now and 
Zen, with only three horses completing 
the course after Pentomatic fell (both 
horse and rider Martin Kelly were 
uninjured) and Aldous was pulled up 
by trainer/rider Steven Pateman after 
being checked at the end of the first lap.

It may take a little while before a final 
assessment of the reconfigured Oakbank 
Easter Carnival can be made, but in 
terms of public attention and attendance, 
the Carnival this year certainly lived 
up to the Committee’s expectations. 
Easter falls some three weeks later in 
2019 (Easter Saturday is 20 April), and 
so the additional preparation time will 
hopefully lead to a larger field in the 
Great Eastern Steeplechase, as will the 
fact that trainers and connections have 
had time to become more used to the 
Von Doussa being run before Easter.

It was also good to see a broader range 
of jumping horses having the chance to 
race at the Carnival on Easter Monday, 
and it’s expected that more trainers will 
take this opportunity prepare horses for 
these races as well.
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Thanks as always go to the Australia’s loyal band of jumps racing connections and followers who continue to support 
Oakbank and enjoy everything the Adelaide Hills has to offer, as we now turn our attention to Warrnambool and the 
remainder of the 2018 jumping season.
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AUSTRALIAN JUMPS RACING ASSOCIATION

COCKTAIL FUNDRAISER 

welcome to
 Warrnambool

WHALERS HOTEL

Special guests include  
MC Peter Moody (available  
to sign copies of his new book 
‘A Long Way From Wyandra’) 

Carnival Ambassadors  

Star Jockey’s and Trainers

- Entry $50 (includes raffle)

- Finger Food and Drinks 
  7.00pm to 10.00pm
  (kindly sponsored by Whalers Hotel,  
  Warrnambool Racing Club and CUB

- Happy hour 7-8pm drinks on us followed by drinks at  
  discounted prices. Canapés throughout the evening’.

Don’t miss your chance to warm up for the Best Autumn Racing 
Carnival in Victoria.

For more information please contact Lisa on 0400 519 483

MONDAY30APRIL PM
 TO 10.007 53 LIEBIG STREET

WARRNAMBOOL
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T A B  W A R R N A M B O O L

S U N D A Y  2 9  A P R I L

M a y  R a c i n g  C a r n i v a l  M a s s  
S t  J o s e p h ' s  C h u r c h  
1 0 a m  s e r v i c e  f o l l o w e d  b y
m o r n i n g  t e a

M O N D A Y  3 0  A P R I L

B r e a k f a s t  w i t h  t h e  S t a r s  
S i m o n ' s  W a t e r f r o n t  
7 a m  B o o k i n g s  e s s e n t i a l s

M O N D A Y  3 0  A P R I L

A J R A  C o c k t a i l  F u n c t i o n  
W h a l e r ' s  H o t e l  
7 p m  T i c k e t s  a t  t h e  d o o r

T U E S D A Y  1  M A Y

D a y  1  |  B r i e r l y  D a y   
G a t e s  o p e n  a t  9 . 3 0 a m  

W E D N E S D A Y  2  M A Y

D a y  2  |  G a l l e y w o o d  D a y   
G a t e s  o p e n  a t  9 . 3 0 a m  

T H U R S D A Y  3  M A Y

D a y  3  |  G r a n d  A n n u a l  D a y   
G a t e s  o p e n  a t  9 a m  

THE MARCH TO MAY

warrnamboolracing.com.au

General 

Admission

TUE + WED

General 

Admission

THURSDAY
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WINNING POST
continue to support Jumps

Leader boards 
Most Consistently Performed Jockey, Horse and Trainer will again be tracked during the 2018 Season.  

These figures are captured between 1 September and 31 August each year. 

TRAINER JOCKEY 
 (Jumps jockeys over jumps)

HORSE HIGH WEIGHT  JOCKEY
(Jumps jockeys on the flat)

E V Musgrove Martin Kelly Tangara Paul Hamblin

P Payne Lee Horner Don’t Be Shy Clayton Douglas

D K Weir Steve Pateman Zed Em (NZ) Billy Eagan

S Wilde Braidon Small Abebe Richard Cully

J P Salanitri Darryl Horner Jnr Grassini Braidon Small

B Charry Shane Jackson Kuridala Darryl Horner Jnr

S Ryan Richard Cully Hale Soriano (GB) Jamie Mott

B Simpson John Allen Strike The Stars (NZ) Shane Jackson

G Young Arron Lynch About The Journey (NZ) Kosuke Kawakami

S Pateman Paul Hamblin Now And Zen Steve Pateman

A Peterson Rod David Cable Bay (NZ) Tom Ryan

D J Cannon Clayton Douglas Dormello Mo Lee Horner

PAGE 102 — Winning Post, Saturday April 7 2018  

When Craig Newitt looks out his kitchen 

window, he can see the beach and the 

jetty where he and his son Noah spend 

every second afternoon dangling a line 

and whiling away the time.

When he thinks about his life now — 

beachside hamlet back in northern Tassie, 

mucking about with his boys, pinch-

hitting the big mainland meets, like riding 

Egg Tart in tomorrow’s Doncaster Mile 

— he can’t believe how hard he used to 

play it.
“I remember one week a few years 

ago I rode in 60 races. Other weeks were 

similar,” he said of his 15-year career in 

Melbourne.
“I tackled it so aggressively for so long. 

There was always someone like Ollie 

(Damien Oliver) breathing down my neck 

and I just kept the foot to the fl oor the 

whole time.
“There were times you thought you 

were going too hard but you just couldn’t 

stop because it was so competitive. It still 

is, probably more now than ever before. 

The riding ranks in Melbourne are ridicu-

lous, it’s that strong.”

Newitt says he’s surprised how little he 

misses the endless grind of being not just 

stable rider for Mick Price (a role that had 

become increasingly diminished as Ollie 

and others moved in) but as one of rac-

ing’s “precious few” — a Group 1 jockey 

who can ride light.

“I thought I’d miss it more, I really did,” 

he said. “But I’m just so rapt, stoked, to 

be back here actually having a life. In a 

year or two I might miss it more but I get 

to go back pretty regularly so I’m sort of 

still in it, even if I’m living way down here 

in Tassie.”
Over two years ago Newitt and wife 

Karli agreed to move back to their home 

state, for the benefi t of their four sons 

and for Newitt to be able to be part of 

their lives rather than merely the usually 

absent chief breadwinner.

“We actually stayed in Melbourne 

a year or two longer than I’d intended 

because a Group 1 horse always seemed 

to come along. Extreme Choice was still 

going and so was Lankan Rupee, albeit 

probably not the horse he’d been,” he 

said.
“But we always wanted to go home. 

I had four boys and I wanted to spend 

time with them, and with Karli. I’d be lost 

without her.
“Karli found the place (near La Trobe, 

near Devonport) and got the kids into their 

schools (the children are Noah, 8, Chase, 

7, Casey, 5, and baby Reign).

They fi nish school at 2.45 and we’ll go 

for a fi sh off the jetty or I’ll take them to 

sport. We only race twice a week here. It’s 

good to have a life.”

Newitt refl ects on his previously hectic 

life with both satisfaction and gratitude. 

He agrees that perceptions of him as 

a furious whip rider made him a little 

unfashionable as a new wave of soft-hand 

jockeys, like Mark Zahra and Damian 

Lane, glided in.
“The funny thing was, when the new 

whip rules came in a few years ago, I of-

fended less than anyone. I adapted really 

well. But you can get perceived a certain 

way,” he said.
Newitt and Price were a hand-in-glove 

fi t. Price liked his horses ridden aggres-

sively, usually up on the speed, and for 

the best part of a decade Newitt was his 

number-one rider.

His role had slipped considerably before 

he headed home fi ve months ago, mainly 

because other jockeys, like Oliver, were 

turning up for trackwork and gaining good 

rides from Price.

“I think Mick’s won something like 30 

Group 1s and I won 17 of them so I can’t 

complain,” he said. “I came over from 

Tassie as a kid with a reputation as an 

aggressive rider and that suited Mick.

“It probably cost me rides for other 

stables, the perception, but the opportuni-

ties I got with Mick far outweighed that.

“And if someone like Ollie comes along, 

you’ve just got to cop it. He’s the best I’ve 

ever ridden against and the best I’ve seen. 

They wrote him off a few years ago but 

he’s never ridden better.”

Newitt has found life balance. In racing, 

that’s rare.
The 33-year-old is top dog in a small 

state. He’s been back fi ve months and 

ridden 55 winners, 13 clear of Jason 

Maskiell, the only other Tasmanian-based 

jockey who possesses some mainland 

currency.
“There hasn’t been a week go by that 

I haven’t been asked to go somewhere 

on the mainland and ride on a weekend 

but unless it’s Melbourne or Sydney, it’s 

expensive and diffi cult with fl ights. So I’ve 

knocked most of them back,” he said.

“I get plenty of offers in Melbourne and 

Sydney because I’m a Group 1 rider who 

can ride light. There aren’t many around. 

They have to use me!” he said with a 

chuckle.
He’d love some rain for Egg Tart this 

Saturday, but that’s not going to happen.

“They were confi dent she could win 

the Coolmore last start but she got buried 

back on the fence and was only beaten 

three lengths,” said Newitt.

“I know this is harder but she’s at least 

a top-four chance if she gets the right 

luck. If it rains, she’s got a winning hope.’’

Newitt is looking forward to jetting into 

Sydney for day one of The Championships, 

and also jetting out, back to the beach 

house and the wife and kids.

“There’s a footy game on at the SCG on 

Saturday as well … ha, it’s gonna be fun 

getting through that traffi c,” he said.

Saturday Steeple slot

sits fi ne with me
Oakbank Racing Club’s big experiment — 

moving the Great Eastern Steeplechase 

from Easter Monday to Easter Saturday 

— appears to have been a success.

Certainly, riding there last Saturday 

gave you the “feel” that the big crowd 

was there to witness a major race.

There was great anticipation around 

in the lead-up and as we went on to the 

track.
From all reports the club is happy with 

how it all went.
However, not everyone was in favour. 

There were a lot of regulars at the carnival 

wanting to talk down the idea of changing 

more than 100 years of tradition. 

I’m not one of them. Full credit to the 

club for trying something new. They are 

attempting to do what’s best not only 

for their club but also the sport of jumps 

racing.
The idea behind moving the Von 

Doussa Steeple from Easter Saturday to 

a fortnight before “Oakbank” was to give 

horses a much better chance to contest 

both races. In recent times it has been 

very tough for the ’chasers to back up in 

the Great Eastern two days after tackling 

the Von Doussa.

Things didn’t work out well this time 

around, with only fi ve making it to the 

start for the Eastern, but the club’s logic 

is sound and I think they should stick with 

the same plan in 2019 and beyond.

Long journey back
There was criticism of the small fi eld for 

the Oakbank feature but people must 

keep in mind jumps racing is still on the 

comeback trail.
It was only a few years ago we were 

banned (temporarily) in Victoria following 

a spate of horse deaths.

That ridiculous situation was repaired 

through a lot of hard work and change 

but, because of the bad publicity, owners 

were reluctant to invest in jumpers.

To become involved in a stayer or 

jumper takes a lot of patience as it’s often 

fi ve years or more before such a horse 

reaches its peak. 

The number of horses trialling over 

hurdles this season is encouraging. All 

going well, a lot of them will progress to 

’chasing in years to come.

Timing didn’t help
The other factor contributing to the small 

Great Eastern fi eld was that Easter came 

along quite early this year.

Easter Saturday fell on March 31. We 

are accustomed to Easter in April.

There was only time for two steeple-

chases to get horses ready for the gruel-

ling 4950m of the Eastern.

One of those was the Von Doussa, 

which, happily, attracted nine of the best 

3200m horses around. The other ’chase 

was a restricted event at Warrnambool, a 

course nothing like the tight and undulat-

ing Oakbank. A lot of those competitors 

would have been simply making up the 

numbers had they progressed to the 

Eastern.

Worth thought ...
A suggestion I noticed in the letters page 

of Winning Post last week is one that is 

certainly worth considering.

Reader John Tutty thinks the Von 

Doussa Steeple should be run on the 

Sunday before Easter Saturday.

That would make for a good start to 

a great week at Oakbank for people on 

holiday. It’s a beautiful part of the world 

and there’s plenty to keep people busy 

between race days.

I think Tutty’s suggestion has quite a 

lot of merit. A week between the features 

would be okay.

Zed Em sensational
It was a thrill for me to win my fi fth Great 

Eastern, equalling a record set by the 

great hoop Brett Scott.

The wonderful Zed Em dispelled any 

concerns about running out the 4950 

metres, giving me an excellent ride and 

scoring by more than four lengths.

He was prepared magnifi cently by 

Patrick Payne, who managed to nab the 

quinella, with No Song No Supper running 

a brave second.

Both horses will head to Warrnambool 

for the May carnival.

Eric stars again
The legendary Eric Musgrove once again 

proved his skill at getting the right horses 

to peak at Oakbank.

He managed to win the other three 

jumps races over the weekend — and 

trained the trifecta in one of them! 

Abebe made the most of his light 

weight to hold me out (on Angelology) to 

claim the feature Classic Hurdle.

On Monday, Murphy’s Delight won the 

hurdle and Zataglio the steeple.

There was a bit of drama in the ’chase 

when Zataglio badly tightened my runner, 

Aldous, as we were heading out of the 

straight the fi rst time.

I thought my horse had broken down so 

I eased him out of the race. Fortunately, 

he had just got his legs tangled up in the 

scrimmage and has actually pulled up 

fi ne.
It was a shame for Aldous’s owners as 

they’ve been very patient with him and he 

was going very well at the time. 

Keep that in mind as we press on to 

Warrnambool.

Where’s Wheels?
While one Oakbank legend in Eric Mus-

grove was dominating, another — Kiwi 

John Wheeler — was conspicuous by his 

absence.
John has been a great stalwart at this 

carnival, winning the main race (Great 

Eastern) an incredible nine times.

He didn’t have a runner this year. Hope-

fully the club can pull out all stops to get 

him back in 2019. We certainly missed 

the bubbly trainer — on and off the track!

By Steve Pateman

  Craig Newitt: “There were times you thought you were going too hard but you just couldn’t stop.”

  Eric Musgrove: another brilliant performance to have his team in tune for Oakbank. 

Craig’s loving life in the slow lane

Winning Post does a half page each 
week promoting Jumps Racing.

Unique insights from active 
participants in the industry give 
readers an inside perspective on what 
is happening.

Let’s support Winning Post too. 
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2018 Season Houlahan Jumps Races 
The J.J. Houlahan Jumps Championship celebrates the champion jumps horse, trainer and jockey who each    
accumulate the most points from 16 feature jumps races. The feature jumps races will be run between March  

and August across Victoria and South Australia and each race carries minimum prize money of $100,000.

DATE EVENT DISTANCE VENUE HORSE JOCKEY TRAINER

18 Mar Von Doussa Steeple 3250 Oakbank Zed Em Steve Pateman Patrick Payne

31 March Somerled Classic Hurdle 3600 Oakbank Abebe Martin Kelly Eric Musgrove

31 March Great Eastern Steeple 4950 Oakbank Zed Em Steve Pateman Patrick Payne

1 May Brierly Steeple 3450 Warrnambool

2 May Galleywood Hurdle 3200 Warrnambool

3 May Grand Annual 5500 Warrnambool

26 May Australian Hurdle 3400 Sandown

26 May Australian Steeple 3400 Sandown

8 July Kevin Lafferty Hurdle 3600 Warrnambool

8 July Thackeray Steeple 3450 Warrnambool

22 July Brendan Dreschler Hurdle 3200 Bendigo

22 July Mosstrooper Steeple 3600 Bendigo

5 Aug Grand National Hurdle 3900 Sandown

5 Aug Crisp Steeple 3900 Sandown

26 Aug J J Houlahan Hurdle 3400 Ballarat

26 Aug Grand National Steeple 4500 Ballarat

2018 Season Feature Jumps Races 
DATE EVENT DISTANCE VENUE PRIZE

18 March Von Doussa Steeple 3250 Oakbank $100,000

31 March Somerled Classic Hurde 3600 Oakbank $100,000

31 March Great Eastern Steeple 4950 Oakbank $160,000

15 April M J Bourke Hurdle 3200 Pakenham $50,000

15 April J E Spencer Memorial Steeple 3200 Pakenham $50,000

1 May Brierly Steeple 3450 Warrnambool $150,000

2 May Galleywood Hurdle 3200 Warrnambool $150,000

2 May BM120 Restricted Steeple 3200 Warrnambool $50,000

3 May Grand Annual 5500 Warrnambool $350,000

3 May Champion Novice Hurdle 3200 Warrnambool $50,000

26 May Australian Hurdle 3400 Sandown $125,000

26 May Australian Steeple 3400 Sandown $125,000

8 July Kevin Lafferty Hurdle 3200 Warrnambool $100,000

8 July Thackeray Steeple 3450 Warrnambool $100,000

14 July GN Hurdle South Aust 3500 Morphettville $50,000

14 July GN Steeple South Aust 3500 Morphettville $50,000

22 July Brendan Dreschler Hurdle 3600 Bendigo $100,000

22 July Mosstrooper Steeple 3600 Bendigo $100,000

5 Aug Grand National Hurdle 4200 Sandown $200,000

5 Aug Crisp Steeple 3900 Sandown $125,000

26 Aug Gotta Take Care Hurdle 4000 Ballarat $50,000

26 Aug J J Houlahan Hurdle 3200 Ballarat $125,000

26  Aug Grand National Steeple 4500 Ballarat $350,000
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Following a successful program over the last three years, the AJRA is pleased to announce the               
continuance of an initiative proudly supported by Country Racing Victoria to engage and recognise 
the Strappers involved in the care of their Jumps Racehorses.

AJRA have chosen the 16 feature races from the J J Houlahan Series which commences with the Von 
Doussa Steeplechase in March at the Oakbank Carnival in South Australia and concludes with the 
Grand National on 26 August at Ballarat in Victoria.

The winning strapper of each race will receive $100 cash and a specially embroidered AJRA cap.

18 March - Oakbank
Von Doussa Steeple 3250m 
Rhiannon Moore 

SPYING ON YOU

31 March - Oakbank
Somerled Classic Hurdle 3600m 

Tyson Anwyl
RENEW

31 March - Oakbank
Great Eastern Steeple 4950m 

Patrick Ryan 
I’LL’AVA’ALF

1 May - Warrnambool
Brierly Steeple 3950m 

Strapper 
HORSE

2 May - Warrnambool
Galleywood Hurdle 3450m 

Strapper 
HORSE

3 May - Warrnambool
Grand Annual Steeple 5500m 

Strapper 
HORSE

26 May - Sandown
Australian Hurdle 3400m 

Strapper 
HORSE 

26 May - Sandown
Australian Steeple 3400m 

Strapper 
HORSE

8 July - Warrnambool
Thackeray Steeple 3450m 

Strapper 
HORSE

8 July - Warrnambool
Lafferty Hurdle 3200m 

Strapper 
HORSE

22 July - Bendigo
Brendan Dreschler Hurdle 3200m 

Strapper 
HORSE

22 July - Bendigo
Mosstrooper Steeple 3600m 

Strapper 
HORSE

5 August - Sandown
Grand National Hurdle 3900m 

Strapper 
HORSE 

5 August - Sandown
Crisp Steeple 3900m 

Strapper 
HORSE

26 August - Ballarat
J J Houlahan Hurdle 3400m 

 Strapper 
HORSE

26 August - Ballarat
Grand National Steeple 4500m 

Strapper 
HORSE
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Judging Criteria for 2018 Strapper Series.
Judge will be Lisa Coffey across these 3 categories

GROOM PRESENTATION:

Clothes neat and clean

Suitability of clothes for Strapping

Appropriate Footwear for Strapping

Personal cleanliness and presentation

Creativity in matching outfit to stable or horse

Happy Disposition

HORSE PRESENTATION

Tail and forelock clean, brushed and conditioned 

Mane pulled and brushed

Face, ears and nose, trimmed, bridle path trimmed, clean

Coat Condition, shiny and healthy

Feet oiled

Legs clean

White markings are white

Cleanliness of race gear

OVERALL IMPRESSION OF HORSE & GROOM TOGETHER - 

OVERALL PRESENTATION 

JOHN DONEGAN/Racing Photos
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Congratulations to Connections for February/March Placegetters!

WEDNESDAY 28TH FEBRUARY - GAWLER

Sanders Fodder / Mitavite Benchmark 120 Hurdle - 3040m 
PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st Spying On You (NZ) G Young R David Racing Horses 2

2nd Cable Bay (NZ) S Oxlade D Horner Jnr Mr J C O’Loughlin, Mrs S M Searle, Mr J 
Hellmanns

3rd Strike The Stars (NZ) B Simpson M Kelly Miss B J Simpson, Mr E V Musgrove, Mr A J 
Simpson, Mrs L P Simpson, Mr S Simpson, Mrs 
C M Simpson, Mr M G Bailey

4th Exalted Kanga G Young T Ryan Mr K R Smith, Mrs H C Smith

THURSDAY 15TH MARCH - WARRNAMBOOL

Cri-Tech Plumbing Services BM125 Steeple – 3450m

PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st I’ll’Ava’Alf (NZ) P F Ryan Jnr D Horner Jnr Mr A McGregor, Mr N J Rule, Mr M E 
Kavanagh, Mr A J Webber, Mr A J Warren, Mr P 
A Stanaway, Mr K F Fursdon

2nd King Kamada (NZ) K Durden R Cully Mr K A Pratt, Mr N J McAlister

3rd Pentomatic (NZ) E V Musgrove M Kelly Mrs I E H Musgrove, Mr A M Ellis, Mr M Ellis

4th John Monash (GB) P F Ryan Jnr S Pateman Mr A McGregor, Mr R L McDowell, Mr N J Rule, 
Mr A J Warren, Mr A J Webber, Mr A D D Ogilvie, 
Mr R J Neeson

Bowman Professional Financial Solutions Maiden Hurdle - 3200m
PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st Getting Leggie N Smart S Pateman Mr E T Smart, Mr T Webber, Mr C J Evans, Mr 
J A Gallagher, Mr R B Penny, Ms S M Brennan, 
Mr R S Parrella, Mr B D Slater, Mr M J Penny, 
Mr S D Bjordal, Ms W M Lippett, Smart Racing 
Stables, Mr I C Wallis

2nd Strike The Stars (NZ) B Simpson M Kelly Miss B J Simpson, Mr E V Musgrove, Mr A J 
Simpson, Mrs L P Simpson, Mr S Simpson, Mrs C 
M Simpson, Mr M G Bailey

3rd Hale Soriano (GB) D Weir B McLean Ryco Equine Pty Ltd

4th Police Camp (GB) S Ryan B Small Mr A McGregor, Mr N J Rule, Mr J Gavin, Mrs 
A M Gavin, Mrs K E Ryan, Mr D J Sorensen, Mr 
S J Hyland, Mr P McCarthy, Mr T Mahoney, Ms 
L Hickey, Mrs M Hickey, Mrs M J Gavin
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Scotts Catering Hurdle - 3200M 
PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st Grassini B Charry B Small Mr B A Charry, Ms R M Joiner

2nd Valediction (NZ) G Waterhouse & 
A Bott

S Pateman Mrs G M Waterhouse, Windsor Park Stud Ltd, 
Mrs I E H Musgrove, Ms S L Barratt, Mr P J 
Morgan, Ms M M Rowsthorn, Mr B A Stracey, 
Murumba Racing

3rd Zuhayr T Rosolini L Horner Mr M R Rosolini, Miss V Rosolini

SUNDAY 18TH MARCH - OAKBANK

racing.com Hurdle – 3200m

PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st About The Journey 
(NZ)

E V Musgrove M Kelly Mrs I E H Musgrove, Mr S A Russell, Mrs M 
J Russell, Mr K B Harrigan, Mrs L M Tillyer, 
Mr G Henderson, Mr K A J Peach, Mrs E M 
Peach, Mrs S M Caveny, Mr M R Morgan, Mr P 
Couzens, Mr T T Osborn, Mr R A Anderson

2nd I’m A Bluebagger J A O’Connor R Cully Mrs M O'Connor, Mr P J Coish, Mrs K J Coish, 
Mr T F Gurry, Mrs P A Gurry, Mrs A E Coish,            
Mr E A Burrows, Mr T Gurry, Mrs G P Gurry,     
Mr W J Gurry, Mrs S A Gurry, Dr J T Kennedy,    
Mr G C Beauglehole

3rd Cable Bay (NZ) S Oxlade D Horner Jnr Mr J C O'Loughlin, Mrs S M Searle,
Mr J Hellmanns

4th Searaven B Brook R David Dr P B C Rofe, Mr P R Gunner,
Mr J M Barrington, Mr D R Wagner

Thomas Foods International Von Doussa Steeplechase - 3200m
PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st Zed Em (NZ) P Payne S Pateman Mr M J Southey, Mrs R D Southey, Mrs J J 
Booth, Mr C R Booth, Mr D W Shannon

2nd Now And Zen D Weir J Allen Dr K E Farrell, Mrs A Farrell, Dr D M Price,  
Mrs C E Price, Fortysomething, Mr T Farrell

3rd Dormello Mo (FR) S Ryan B Small Mr A McGregor, Mr N J Rule, Mr A J Warren, 
Mr A J Webber, Mr A D Ogilvie, Mr R L 
McDowell, Mr K A Callanan, Mr R J Neeson,   
Mr N Earls

4th Spying On You (NZ) G Young T Ryan Racing Horses 2
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FRIDAY 23RD MARCH - TERANG

Decron Maiden Hurdle - 3200m
PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st Hale Soriano (GB) D K Weir J Allen Ryco Equine Pty Ltd

2nd Police Camp (GB) S Ryan B Small Mr A McGregor, Mr N J Rule, Mr J Gavin, Mrs 
A M Gavin, Mrs K E Ryan, Mr D J Sorensen, Mr 
S J Hyland, Mr P McCarthy, Mr T Mahoney, Ms 
L Hickey, Mrs M Hickey, Mrs M J Gavin

3rd Strike The Stars (NZ) B Simpson M Kelly Miss B J Simpson, Mr E V Musgrove, Mr A J 
Simpson, Mrs L P Simpson, Mr S Simpson, Mrs C 
M Simpson, Mr M G Bailey

4th Access All Areas S Lenehan A Bellamy Mr S A Lenehan, Mr D A Guy, Mr K B Guy

Thomas Foods International Great Eastern Steeplechase - 4950m
PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st Zed Em (NZ) P Payne S Pateman Mr M J Southey, Mrs R D Southey, Mrs J J 
Booth, Mr C R Booth, Mr D W Shannon

2nd No Song No Supper P Payne R Cully Oakland Park Stud, Mr R P Webb

3rd Undergroundfighter A Rosolini L Horner Miss V Rosolini, Mrs P Scrivano, Mr R Scrivano, 
Mr M R Rosolini

4th Spying On You (NZ) G Young T Ryan Racing Horses 2

MONDAY 2ND APRIL - OAKBANK

SAJR Benchmark 120 Hurdle - 3200m
PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st Murphy’s Delight 
(IRE)

E V Musgrove L Horner Murumba Racing, Mr B P Bradley, Mr I Bruce, 
Lamphee Racing, Mr F W Cook, Mrs C M Cook, 
Mr G Huddy, Mrs L Huddy, Werrett Bloodstock 
Pty Ltd, The Cups Quest Racing, Just Need 
Confidence, Mr D M Ackery, Mrs K Ackery, Mr 
R G Mulcaster, Pony Up, Mr A J Williams, Mr A 
G Hodgson

2nd Tangara E V Musgrove D Horner Jnr Mrs I E H Musgrove

3rd Beyond Thankful (IRE) E V Musgrove M Kelly Werrett Bloodstock Pty Ltd

4th Searaven B Brook R David Dr P B C Rofe, Mr P R Gunner, Mr J M 
Barrington, Mr D R Wagner

Ecycle Solutions Steeplechase  - 3250m
PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st Zataglio (NZ) E V Musgrove D Horner Jnr Mrs I E H Musgrove, Mr A E Gooderham, Mr L 
Smith, Mrs L M Tillyer, Mr G Henderson, Mr J 
Gavin, Mr D J Batchelor, Mrs C M O'Shea, Mr P 
Couzens, Mr A B Jackson

2nd Now And Zen D K Weir J Allen Dr K E Farrell, Mrs A Farrell, Dr D M Price, Mrs 
C E Price, Fortysomething, Mr T Farrell

3rd Zuhayr A Rosolini L Horner Mr M R Rosolini, Miss V Rosolini



Australian Jumping Racing Association
400 Epsom Road, Flemington VIC 3031

ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO
Inez Musgrove
PO Box 88, Lang Lang VIC 3984
inezmusgrove@ajra.com.au
Ph: 0418 898 328, 0499 988 556

 
name..............................................................................................................................................................

address:........................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

state........................... postcode:   
 

  phone:   

email ............................................................................................................................................................

race date............................. horse’s name................................................racecourse.................................

JACKET SIZES:
       

MENS S M L XL XXL 3XL 4XL 5XL number of jackets

quantity

WOMENS 10 12 14 16 18/20
quantity

 $100 per jacket   TOTAL $

PAYMENT METHOD (Credit Card only):
 

       or     
 

     (A payment processing fee of 1.1% applies to Credit Card payments)

 cardholders name...........................................................................................................................

 card no:    
 

        
 

        
 

        
 

 

 exp date:   
 

    /   
 

                 3 digit security code:    
 

 signature of cardholder / member:   

 ..................................................................................................      date: ........... / ........... / ...........

ALL CORRESPONDENCE TO: 
Inez Musgrove.    Post: PO Box 88, Lang Lang VIC 3984    Email: inezmusgrove@ajra.com.au    Ph: 0499 988 556

Winning Owner Jacket 
Order Form
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AJRA:                       
 
400 Epsom Road
Flemington  
Victoria  3031
Australia
Email:  info@ajra.com.au
Phone:  0499 988 556 

executive director 
  Inez Musgrove

 
COMMITTEE:             
 
chairman 
  Sandy McGregor
vice chairman

  Nick Rule
secretary

  Inez Musgrove
treasurer

  Sandy McGregor

  Marg Lucas
  Eric Musgrove
  Lisa Coffey
  Des Roberts
  Paul Hamblin 
  Brett Scott
  Lachlan McKenzie
 
INDUSTRY 
APPOINTMENTS          
 
  Bill Wilde 
 - ata

  Joe Cannizzaro 
 – jumps racing south australia

  Paul Bloodworth 
 - rvl

  Braidon Small 
 – jockeys

For Your Diary – upcoming Social Events                
Watch this space for details of events:

 
May 2018    –   1, 2, 3 - Warrnambool 

September     –    Saturday 15 - Mosstrooper Celebration of the 2018 Season

   MISSED A COPY OF THE NEWSLETTER?

Past copies of the newsletter are available on the AJRA website and a hyperlink to the website.

Useful Links
Follow us on  Facebook and Twitter

    
     

Find us at  www.racing.com > Racing > Jumps Racing
If you hover over Racing, a menu will drop down and you can click on Jumps Racing.

Jumps Racing  http://www.racing.com
Racing Victoria  http://www.racingvictoria.net.au/p_AJRA.aspx
               https://rv.racing.com/racing-and-integrity/jumps-racing
AJRA Auctions  https://www.myminiauction.com/www-myminiauctions-com-ajra
Corrigan Club  http://www.corriganclub.com.au
Irish Thoroughbred Marketing   http://www.itm.ie
Off The Track  rv.racing.com/the-horse/off-the-track
Horse & Country  http://www.horseandcountry.com.au
AJRA Promo  http://vimeo.com/120989768 
The Irish Field  http://www.theirishfield.ie 

SPECIAL OFFER
Sovereign Resort, Cooktown Queensland, is kindly offering 10% discount 

to AJRA Members and 15% discount to AJRA Mosstrooper Members.  



Australian Jumping Racing Association
400 Epsom Road, Flemington VIC 3031

Ph: 0499 988 556
Email: info@ajra.com.au

MEMBERSHIPS MAIL
PO Box 88, Lang Lang VIC 3984

2018 AJRA MEMBERSHIP FORM
1 March 2018 - 28 February 2019

Name:...........................................................................................................................................................

Address:.........................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................

State:...........................  Postcode:   
 

  Phone:   

Email: ...........................................................................................................................................................

MEMBERSHIP TYPE:

  
 

    General Membership $125 Newsletter by Email (Inc GST) @ $125
 

  
 

    General Membership Newsletter by Australia Post (Inc GST) @ $150
 

  
 

   Mosstrooper Membership @ $1100 (Inc GST)

PAYMENT METHODS (Please tick):
 

   Cheque  Payable to - Australian Jumping Racing Association Inc
   Mail to - Inez Musgrove, PO Box 88, Lang Lang, VIC 3984
 

 
   

EFT to AJRA BSB:   083 - 155   Account:  515 - 274 - 721
         (For all EFT payments, please add your full name and event for us to identify your payments)

 
       or     

 
     (A payment processing fee of 1.1% applies to Credit Card payments)

 Cardholders Name: ...........................................................................................................................

 Card No:    
 

        
 

        
 

        
 

 

 Exp Date:   
 

    /   
 

                 3 Digit Security Code:    
 

 Signature of Cardholder / Member:   

 ..................................................................................................      Date: ........... / ........... / ...........


