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BLUE SKIES, BIG CROWDS & FLYING HORSES!
It must be Easter at Oakbank & May in Warrnambool

Sea King wins dramatic Grand National Steeplchase at Ballarat 
to finalise the JJ Houlahan Championship for 2018 

 

OAKBANK EASTER & WARRNAMBOOL MAY CARNIVALS • WRAP UP
SPYING ON YOU • AUSTRALIA’S MOST UNDER-RATED JUMPER                  

APRIL PLACEGETTERS • STRAPPER SERIES

CHANGE OF DATE • MOSSTROOPER AWARDS - 21 SEPTEMBER

Transcript in the Grand Annual at Warrnambool
PIC - Pat Scala • Racing Photos

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UieuxSkm6F4&feature=youtu.be
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2019 OAKBANK EASTER RACING CARNIVAL  
 Review

Mark Angus South Australian Jumps Racing

It’s probably fair to say that the 2019 Oakbank Easter 
Racing Carnival was all about Zed Em. Patrick Payne’s 

8-year-old, winner of both the Von Doussa and Great 
Eastern Steeplechases in 2018, was looking to go back-
to-back in the two features, and so there was consider-
able anticipation as to how he would perform as the 
biggest jumping races in South Australia approached.

Following on from the new format established in 2018, 
the Von Doussa Steeplechase was run on Sunday 7 
April, before the Easter Carnival proper began. Having 
won this much coveted race in both 2017 and 2018, Zed 
Em (69 kg) was looking to become the first horse to 
win three consecutive Von Doussa Steeplechases since 
Chocolate Royal (1978-80). At the same time, Patrick 
Payne was aiming for his fourth win in the race, and 
jockey Steven Pateman his fifth.

As the race unfolded, the result was never really in 
doubt. Settling in behind the leaders Zataglio and Doc 
Holliday for much of the first circuit, Steven Pateman 
positioned his mount in prime position on the rails, and 
from the off the champion chaser looked in a good 
rhythm, jumping Oakbank’s famous hedges in his usual 
economical style.

Zed Em then moved up alongside the leader Zataglio as 
they passed the judge for the first time, and in response 
Martin Kelly looked to extend Eric Musgrove’s seasoned 

campaigner in an attempt to shake off Pateman and 
Zed Em. However, the Kiwi wasn’t going anywhere, 
and kept up the pressure on Zataglio until eventually 
taking the lead at the top of the hill the second time 
around.

Once in front, Steven Pateman’s Oakbank experience 
came to the fore, and the moment the leader cleared 
the last he went hard for home, quickly managing to 
establish a break on the rest of the field before they had a 
chance to settle, and then going on to win by about four 
lengths. Grant Young’s Spying On You, the iron horse of 
Australian jumps racing, finished off the race strongly as 
he always does with Tom Ryan aboard, ahead of Simon 
Wilde’s Doc Holliday (Paul Hamblin) in third.

This win was the second leg of a Payne/Pateman double 
on Von Doussa Day, after Killarney Kid (68 kg) was an 
impressive winner in the 3200m Thomas Farms Hurdle. 
Pateman was the epitome of patience on the odds-
on favourite, and was content to settle well towards 
the rear of the field of six for much of the first circuit. 
Nick Smart’s October Date (ridden by Richard Cully) 
and Tom Ryan on Exalted Lightning had established a 
break and managed to get out about five lengths clear 
as they passed the winning post first time around.

However, by the time they had got back to where they 
started the field had begun to bunch and only five 
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or six lengths separated first from last, although the 
favourite still brought up the rear. As they headed up 
the back straight, Steven Pateman began to edge up 
along the rail, and by the time they jumped the last of 
the treble, Killarney Kid was in prime position behind 
the leader on the inside.

Richard Cully was putting in a bold, front running ride 
on October Date, but as they turned for home Steven 
Pateman wound up the favourite and despite the 
9-year-old being a little scratchy over the penultimate 
jump, he cruised down the straight to take the race by 
about four lengths, from a strong finishing Murphy’s 
Delight in second and Casiraghi in third.

As attention turned to the Great Eastern Steeplechase 
on Saturday 20 April, it was clear that Zed Em was 
again going to be the horse to beat (especially as he 
was carrying 68 kg, 1 kg less than in the Von Doussa), 
and Patrick Payne’s runner was priced at an almost 
unbackable $1.20.

Taking a different approach to that they adopted in the 
Von Doussa, Steven Pateman took the Kiwi straight to 
the front, and he cleared the first about three lengths 
in front. Zed Em again looked to be in a smooth, fluid 
rhythm and the 8-year-old was bowling along in front 
as they completed the first circuit.

However, as they crossed the Shillabeer Road for the 
second time, Nick Smart’s Getting Leggie, with Rob 
David aboard, loomed up alongside the leader and 
headed him as they reached the Fallen Log. Meanwhile, 
Tom Ryan, who had been content to let the 2017 Great 
Eastern winner Spying On You race alone at the rear 
for much of the race, now started to close the gap on 
the rest of the field of five.

Getting Leggie’s challenge appeared to be short-
lived as Zed Em had regained his place at the head 
of the field by the time they cleared the treble at the 
top of the hill, but he kicked on once more and pulled 
alongside Zed Em again as they cleared the last fence 
on the second circuit. 

With a lap to go, the field had bunched up, with only 
about six lengths separating first from last. Novice 
chaser Doc Holliday (Daryl Horner Jr) in third and 
Oakbank stalwart Undergroundfighter (Lee Horner) in 
fourth, along with Spying On You at the rear, had all 
jumped well, and a tight finish was in prospect.

Steven Pateman began to pick up the pace on the 
leader as they climbed the hill for the final time, and in 
a flash had extended his lead to about three lengths. 
However, his rivals weren’t to be shaken off lightly, and 
by the time they reached the Fallen Log on the final 
lap, the field had bunched up again, before Rob David 
on Getting Leggie was unfortunately unseated with 
four jumps to go. As they crossed the Shillabeer Road 
for the last time, Tom Ryan began to make his move on 
Spying On You, and the Von Doussa runner-up looked 
to be in a position to make a challenge for a second 
Great Eastern win in three years.

However, the class of Zed Em began to show, so 
Pateman took full advantage and began to set out for 
home with two to jump. The Kiwi cleared the last about 

five lengths in front, with Ryan and Spying on You, now 

in second, looking to be the only viable challenger. 

Despite the local horse’s gallant attempts to chase 

down Zed Em in the straight, the leader was too strong 

and crossed the line about five lengths in front of a 

strong finishing Spying On You, and Tony Rosolini’s 

perennial favourite Undergroundfighter in third. 

Five feature wins at Oakbank in three years is a 
remarkable achievement, and undoubtedly places 
Zed Em in the top rank of chasers seen at this famous 
jumping course in modern times.

The other feature race on Easter Saturday was the 

Classic Hurdle (formerly known as the Harry D Young 

Hurdle), and there was controversy before the race 

even began, with the late scratching on stewards’ 

advice of the red-hot favourite Killarney Kid, who had 

won so convincingly at Oakbank thirteen days before. 

This made it a much more even betting race, with Eric 

Musgrove’s Murphy’s Delight ($1.95) and local trainer 

Barry Brook’s Ivan Grozny ($2.60) leading the market.

Despite the small field, it proved to be a good quality 

race run at a good pace and with a thrilling finish. 

Richard Cully on Ivan Grozny led the field over the first 

and was setting a good pace, so much so that the field 

of five became a little strung out as they jumped the 

treble up the back straight. However, it had closed up 

once more by the time they passed the post at the end 

of the first lap, with Ivan Grozny still out in front, but 

the 9-year-old was now being challenged by Murphy’s 

Delight.

The field became tightly bunched once more as they 

headed into the back straight. Lee Horner and Murphy’s 

Delight appeared to be sweating off on the leader 

Ivan Grozny, just waiting to make a move with three 

to jump. However, Casiraghi (Rob David) and Zuhayr 
(Paul Hamblin) were not going to be left behind and, in 

a sight to warm the heart of any jumps racing fan, four 

in a line jumped the second last together in the home 

straight.

In the end, it was Grant Young’s Casiraghi who finished 

the strongest, clearing the last in front and going on 

to win by about 1 1/2 lengths from a gallant Murphy’s 

Delight, with Tony Rosolini picking up another place 

finish in an Oakbank feature when Zuhayr finished in 

third.

The jumping continued on Easter Monday (22 April), 

and there was another success for South Australian 

horses when Searaven, trained at Oakbank by Barry 

Brook and ridden by Richard Cully, took out the 3250m 

Thomas Farms Steeplechase, ahead of Aldous (Steven 

Pateman having some Oakbank success as a trainer 

this time), and Pentomatic in third. 

In the 3200m Ecycle BM120 Hurdle, it was the turn of 

Oakbank maestro Eric Musgrove, with fast improving 

hurdler Mr One Eleven winning convincingly by 10 

lengths with Steven Pateman aboard, beating out 

another from the Musgrove stable Beyond Thankful 
(Will Gordon), while another SA horse, Cable Bay, 

trained by Shane Oxlade, finished in third. 
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Overall, the 2019 Oakbank Easter Racing Carnival 
provided three days of high quality jumps racing, 
with the crowd privileged to be able to witness at 
first hand a genuine chasing star in Zed Em. Thanks 
must go to the horse’s New Zealand connections for 
their continued enthusiastic support of Oakbank, and 
the jumps racing fraternity in South Australia very 
much hopes to be able to welcome them all back 
again next year. 

It was also an extremely encouraging sign that two 
of the six jumps races at Oakbank this year were won 

by South Australian trainers — Grant Young and Barry 
Brook — while the strong performances of the locally 
trained Spying on You, who finished second behind 
Zed Em in both of this year’s feature steeplechases, 
should also be acknowledged.

The Committee at Oakbank Racing Club (ORC), along 
with South Australian Jumps Racing (SAJR), remains 
committed to hurdle and steeplechase racing in SA, 
and thanks its loyal supporters both here and interstate 
who continue to make the Easter Racing Carnival one 
of Australia’s premier jumps race meetings. 

Anew little promotional clip for Oakbank Easter Carnival features interviews with trainers Patrick Payne,   
Eric Musgrove and jockeys Steve Pateman and Tom Ryan.

OAKBANK SHOWCASE 
PROMO 

Follow us on YouTube

Mr One Eleven, with Steve Pateman on board, easily winning the                      

Ecycle BM120 Hurdle - PIC - Dean Martin

Killarney Kid and Steve Pateman taking out the Thomas Farms Hurdle             

at Oakbank.   PIC - Craig Mcintosh

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_gDYFQqzWLE&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_gDYFQqzWLE&feature=youtu.be
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Another 
MAGICAL WEEK AT THE ’BOOL 

Mark McNamara  

The stunning win of Zed Em in the Grand Annual 
Steeplechase (5500m) cemented his reputation 

as one of the best-performed steeplechasers to have 
ever raced in Australia and was the highlight of another 
magical week at the’ Bool. The win brought the eight-
year-old’s overall jumps record to 20 starts for 13 
wins and five placings. Incredibly, in his past 13 jumps 
starts Zed Em has won nine steeplechases and finished 
second four times. The Grand Annual was tailor-made 
for the $2.70 favourite as he was able to take a sit 
behind the leader Newbury for much of the race. With 
his clean jumping and renowned stamina Zed Em was 
able to surge to the lead about 700 metres from home, 
and not even last year’s champion Gold Medals could 
catch him at the finish. 

Zed Em’s 70kg is the heaviest impost carried to victory 
in the Annual since champion jumper The Feline carried 
11st 7lb (73kg) in 1950, and betters the metric weight-
carrying records of Al Garhood (69kg, 2011) and Planet 
Hollywood (68.5kg, 1999). Since Agricolo became the 
last of seven horses to have won with 12 stone (76kg) 
or more in 1926, only four horses had won with 11 stone 
(70kg) or more – and until this year none had done so 
since The Feline. 

The compressed weight scale, which saw Zed Em carry 
only 6kg above the minimum, meant that many punters 
considered him to be something of a good thing at the 
weights. However, this is to take nothing away from his 
achievement in an era when compressed weight scales 
are the norm in handicap races, including Group 1 flat 
races. This is a far cry from the sensational 1909 Grand 
Annual, in which every runner met with some sort of 
mishap, when Pilot carried the heaviest weight in the 
history of the race, 13st 4lb (84.5kg), but failed to finish.

It takes a special horseman to win the Annual, and the 
winning trainer is often someone who has an obsession 
with the race. Patrick Payne has constructed a mini-replica 
Grand Annual course on his property and he now joins 
Ciaron Maher and Jim Houlahan as four-time winners of 
the race. Payne and Maher have “owned” the Annual in 
recent times, having won eight of the past 10, and next 
year we might find out which of them can become the 
first to equal John Wheeler’s record five wins.

Champion jumps jockey Steve Pateman was thrilled to 
again win the Annual, saying after the race “The Grand 
Annual is the most special race to win for a jumps jockey. 
It’s our Melbourne Cup and it’s bigger than that with me.”

Zed Em and Steve Pateman in the Patrick Payne colours

PIC - Racing  Victoria
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The other feature jumping races were again highly 
entertaining. Ciaron Maher, now training in partnership 
with David Eustace, won his fourth Brierly Steeple with 
Bit Of A Lad, to go with his quartet of Grand Annuals. 
Having grown up in the area and started his training 
career at Warrnambool, Maher loves to win the feature 
jumps races at the carnival. Bit Of A Lad’s win had a 
dramatic prequel, when one of his part owners collapsed 
earlier in the day and had to be flown to Geelong for 
surgery. His only complaint was that he did not get to 
see his horse run in the Brierly! 

The following day Maher scored his first win in the 
Galleywood Hurdle, with Big Blue. The gelding, which 
had won a 3000-metre listed race in France and last 
October won the $500,000 ATC St Leger (2600m) at 
Randwick, was only Maher’s third starter in the race. 
Maher is only the third trainer since the inception of 
the Galleywood in 1995 to have won the Brierly, the 

Galleywood and the Annual – putting him in the elite 
company of Jim Houlahan and Eric Musgrove. 

Musgrove supplied the placegetters in this year’s 
Galleywood and earlier in the day won the BM120 
Restricted Steeplechase with the $61 outsider 
Pentomatic. This restricted race has provided a thrilling 
spectacle and dramatic finish in the two years since 
it was reinstated to Wednesday’s programme. It was 
Musgrove’s 29th carnival winner, more than any other 
current trainer.

With the jumps races over, the win of Furrion in the 
feature flat event of the carnival saw John Allen become 
the first rider to have won more than one Grand Annual 
and more than one Warrnambool Cup. The success of 
this year’s carnival and the planned $4.9 million Matilda 
Room extensions bode well for another wonderful week 
at the ’Bool in 2020. 

Mark McNamara’s book ‘The ‘Bool’ 
is now available at - 

books.slatterymedia.com/store/viewItem/the--bool

http://books.slatterymedia.com/store/viewItem/the--bool
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SPYING ON YOU 
 Australia’s Most Underrated Jumper

Mark Angus South Australian Jumps Racing

Despite being recognised as Australia’s Most 
Consistent Jumping Horse in 2016 at the AJRA 

Mosstrooper Awards, and having a record over the 
past four seasons of which many other chasers would 
be justifiably proud, it can nevertheless be argued that 
when the big races come around, Grant Young’s Spying 
On You tends to get overlooked by most observers in 
both the build up and the betting. 

Whether this is a consequence of being trained in South 
Australia and so not always being in the media spotlight 
is hard to say, but there is a fair case to be made that 
Spying On You is currently Australia’s most underrated 
(and under appreciated) steeplechaser.

Whatever the reason for his being largely unheralded, 
by any standards the improvement the 9-year-old has 
made over the past five seasons is outstanding, and 
this is combined with a consistency and a surety in his 
jumping that are testimony to Young’s ability to keep 
jumping horses performing at their peak for extended 
periods of time. 

Early on, it would have taken a very astute judge indeed 
to be able to spot Spying On You’s jumping potential. 

Although he won a maiden hurdle at Bendigo in 
September 2014 in only his second jumps start under 
previous trainer Russell Cameron (in a race in which 
none of the five others in the field went on to have 

especially stellar jumping careers), in subsequent jumps 
races that season he showed little promise of what was 
to come, with a best result being 3rd place in a BM120 
hurdle race at Bendigo (in which he was beaten by 
Vatuvei and Zataglio).

Grant Young then took on the horse in 2015, and 
progress was relatively slow at first, finishing 6th in a 
hurdle at Morphettville carrying 64 kg in July, before 
being pulled up in the SA Grand National Steeple 
in August and then finishing 3rd in the Irish Steeple 
(behind Zataglio and King Triton). However, later 
that season signs of Spying On You’s toughness and 
appetite for work began to be apparent when he won a 
2,200 m race on the flat at Murray Bridge in September, 
and followed this up with a convincing win in a 3,600 m 
steeplechase at Coleraine just four days later.

2016 was the breakout season for Spying On You and 
the year in which he was righty rewarded with national 
recognition.

A 2nd place finish in the steeplechase at the Oakbank 
prelude meeting was then followed by a 4th in the 
Von Doussa (he fell in the Great Eastern, the only fall 
to date in his jumps career). In April, he then ran 2nd 
in a chase at Gawler, won over fences at Mt Gambier 
in May, before place finishes in the SA Grand National 
Steeplechase and over hurdles at Morphettville in 
September. (In between these was also a disappointing 

Spying On You with Tom Ryan at Oakbank  Great Eastern Steeple Trials, 2018
PIC- Tait Schmaal
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7th in the Australian Steeplechase, when he looked well 
set with two to jump but, unusually for him, seemed 
unable to stay the distance.) Overall, although there 
was only one win during the season, his consistency 
was there for all to see and a sign of things to come.

In 2017, Spying On You recorded his first win in a major 
Australian jumps race when he won the Great Eastern 
Steeplechase at Oakbank with Tom Ryan aboard (a 
relationship which has proved to be a very fruitful 
one for the pair). This was the first win in the state’s 
premier chase by a SA-trained horse since 2003 and 
was for Grant Young was a special milestone, as he 
had previously won the race 
as a jockey on Bruskin in 
2000. There were only two 
more starts over obstacles in 
2017, both of which indicated 
Spying On You was in need 
of a spell, and which were 
duly followed by a six-month 
lay off.

Refreshed, the gelding’s 
good form continued into 
2018, where two early wins 
on the flat (over 2,200 and 
2,400 m) were followed by 
a win over hurdles at Gawler 
in February. However, 2018 
was in many ways a season 
of near misses for Spying 
On You. Solid performances 
at Oakbank, where he ran 
fourth in both the Von 
Doussa and the Great 
Eastern, were followed by a 
3rd in the Grand Annual (in 
what turned out to be the 
second epic tussle between 
Gold Medals and Zed Em in 
three days). Sadly, he was 
then brought down when 
well in contention at the 
second last in the Australian 
Steeplechase at Sandown 
in May, and was then 
agonisingly beaten by a nose 

by Sea King in a thrilling Grand National at Ballarat in 
August.

However, the important statistic that largely went 
unnoticed from Spying On You’s 2018 jumps campaign 
was the fact that he won over $100,000 in prize money 
in Victorian races alone, a feat that not many SA jumpers 
have come close to matching in recent years. 

Although it is still early in the season, in 2019 Spying 
On You has already put together another string of 
consistently strong performances, including second in 
both the Von Doussa and Great Eastern at Oakbank, 
and third in the Grand Annual at Warrnambool in May 

(all behind Zed Em).

When you put together this 
body of work over the last 
four seasons, there are not 
many chasers who have 
proven themselves to be so 
durable and so often in the 
reckoning in major races, 
and while perhaps lacking 
the turn of speed that some 
of his rivals possess, Spying 
On You’s genuine staying 
and jumping ability should 
never be questioned.

Although the triumph in 
the 2017 Great Eastern 
Steeplechase at Oakbank 
remains Spying On You’s 
only major jumping race 
win to date, his consistently 
strong performances in 
the other major Australian 
chases are surely worthy 
of more respect and 
recognition. Anyone who 
appreciates jumps racing 
has to admire the horse’s 
heart and determination, 
and the fact that he 
continues to front up and 
perform, no matter the 
opposition or the occasion.

Sea King, closest to camera, and Spying On You in their classic contest   

at the 2018 Grand National, Ballarat - RACING PHOTOS

TOP - Murray Bridge trainer Grant Young with his grand stayer            

Spying On You. PIC - Tom Huntley Source-News Corp Australia
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2019 Season Feature Jumps Races 
DATE EVENT DISTANCE VENUE PRIZE

7 April Von Doussa Steeple 3250 Oakbank $100,000

20 April Classic Hurdle 3600 Oakbank $100,000

20 April Great Eastern Steeple 4950 Oakbank $160,000

14 April M J Bourke Hurdle 3200 Pakenham $50,000

14 April J E Spencer Memorial Steeple 3200 Pakenham $50,000

30 April Brierly Steeple 3450 Warrnambool $150,000

1 May Galleywood Hurdle 3200 Warrnambool $150,000

1 May BM120 Restricted Steeple 3200 Warrnambool $50,000

2 May Grand Annual 5500 Warrnambool $350,000

2 May Champion Novice Hurdle 3200 Warrnambool $50,000

19 May Open Chase 3800 Casterton $75,000

26 May Australian Hurdle 3900 Sandown $125,000

26 May Australian Steeple 3900 Sandown $125,000

22 June GN Hurdle South Aust 3200 Morphettville $50,000

22 June GN Steeple South Aust 3200 Morphettville $50,000

7 July Kevin Lafferty Hurdle 3200 Warrnambool $100,000

7 July Thackeray Steeple 3450 Warrnambool $100,000

21 July Brendan Dreschler Hurdle 3500 Pakenham $100,000

21 July Mosstrooper Steeple 3500 Pakenham $100,000

4 Aug Grand National Hurdle 4200 Sandown $250,000

4 Aug Crisp Steeple 4200 Sandown $125,000

25 Aug Gotta Take Care Hurdle 4000 Ballarat $50,000

25 Aug J J Houlahan Hurdle 3200 Ballarat $125,000

25  Aug Grand National Steeple 4500 Ballarat $350,000

2019 Season J.J.Houlahan Jumps Races 
The J.J. Houlahan Jumps Championship celebrates the champion jumps horse, trainer and jockey who each 
accumulate the most points from 16 feature jumps races. The feature jumps races will be run between March 

and August across Victoria and South Australia and each race carries minimum prize money of $100,000.

DATE EVENT DISTANCE VENUE HORSE JOCKEY TRAINER

7 April Von Doussa Steeple 3250 Oakbank Zed Em S Pateman P Payne

20 April Classic Hurdle 3600 Oakbank Casiraghi R David GR Young

20 April Great Eastern Steeple 4950 Oakbank Zed Em S Pateman P Payne

30 April Brierly Steeple 3450 Warrnambool Bit Of A Lad S Pateman C Maher & D Eustace

1 May Galleywood Hurdle 3200 Warrnambool Big Blue J Allen C Maher & D Eustace

2 May Grand Annual 5500 Warrnambool Zed Em S Pateman P Payne

26 May Australian Hurdle 3900 Sandown

26 May Australian Steeple 3900 Sandown

7 July Kevin Lafferty Hurdle 3200 Warrnambool

7 July Thackeray Steeple 3450 Warrnambool

21 July Brendan Dreschler Hurdle 3500 Pakenham

21 July Mosstrooper Steeple 3500 Pakenham

4 Aug Grand National Hurdle 4200 Sandown

4 Aug Crisp Steeple 4200 Sandown

25 Aug J J Houlahan Hurdle 3200 Ballarat

25  Aug Grand National Steeple 4500 Ballarat
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18 March - Oakbank
Von Doussa Steeple 3250m 

Rhiannon Moore 
SPYING ON YOU

20 April - Oakbank
Classic Hurdle 3600m 

Belinda Simpson
MURPHY’S DELIGHT

20 April - Oakbank
Great Eastern Steeple 4950m 

Sam Kumar 
ZED EM

1 May - Warrnambool
Brierly Steeple 3950m 

Angela Taylor 
A BIT OF A LAD

2 May - Warrnambool
Galleywood Hurdle 3450m 

Kelly Eden 
LUCQUES

3 May - Warrnambool
Grand Annual Steeple 5500m 

Maryla Schumach 
TRANSCRIPT

26 May - Sandown
Australian Hurdle 3400m 

Belinda Simpson & Sharon Collins 
FOUR CARAT 

26 May - Sandown
Australian Steeple 3400m 

Marilla Schumach 
ZATAGLIO

8 July - Warrnambool
Thackeray Steeple 3450m 

Strapper 
HORSE

8 July - Warrnambool
Lafferty Hurdle 3200m 

Strapper 
HORSE

22 July - Bendigo
Brendan Dreschler Hurdle 3200m 

Strapper 
HORSE

22 July - Bendigo
Mosstrooper Steeple 3600m 

Strapper 
HORSE

5 August - Sandown
Grand National Hurdle 3900m 

Strapper 
HORSE

5 August - Sandown
Crisp Steeple 3900m 

Strapper 
HORSE

19 August - Ballarat
J J Houlahan Hurdle 3400m 

 Strapper 
HORSE

19 August - Ballarat
Grand National Steeple 4500m 

Strapper 
HORSE

1 - GROOM PRESENTATION:

Clothes neat and clean

Suitability of clothes for Strapping

Appropriate Footwear for Strapping

Personal cleanliness and presentation

Creativity in matching outfit to stable or horse

Happy Disposition

2 - HORSE PRESENTATION

Tail and forelock clean, brushed and conditioned 

Mane pulled and brushed

Face, ears and nose, trimmed, bridle path trimmed, clean

Coat Condition, shiny and healthy

Feet oiled • Legs clean

White markings are white

Cleanliness of race gear

3 - OVERALL IMPRESSION OF HORSE & GROOM TOGETHER  -  OVERALL PRESENTATION

F   ollowing a successful program over the last four years,  
the AJRA is pleased to announce the continuance of an 

initiative proudly supported by Country Racing Victoria to en-
gage and recognise the Strappers involved in the care of their 
Jumps Racehorses.

AJRA have chosen the 16 feature races from the J J Houlahan 
Series which commences with the Von Doussa Steeplechase 

in March at the Oakbank Carnival in South Australia and 
concludes with the Grand National in August at Sandown 
in Victoria.

The winning strapper of each race will receive $100 cash and a 
specially embroidered AJRA cap.

Judge will be Lisa Coffey across these 3 categories:
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Congratulations to Connections for April Placegetters!

TUESDAY 1 APRIL - HAMILTON

Eulong Open Steeple - 3200m  
PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st Ours (NZ) P Payne R Cully Mr W J Thurlow, Farmhouse Holdings Pty Ltd, Mr A 
E Symes

2nd Newbury D M Maher T Ryan  Mr D M Maher, Mr A Mcgregor, Halo Racing Services 
Pty Ltd, Mrs J Mckenna, Mrs J C Bishop, Mr D W 
Bishop, Mr J Maher, Mr M R Fallon, Mr G M Verdoorn, 
Mr N J Rule

3rd Zataglio (NZ) E V Musgrove S Pateman Mrs I E H Musgrove, Mr A E Gooderham, Mr L 
Smith, Mrs L M Tillyer, Mr G Henderson, Mr J Gavin, 
Mr D J Batchelor, Mrs C M O'shea, Mr P Couzens, 
Mr A B Jackson

4th Pentomatic E V Musgrove M Kelly Mrs I E H Musgrove, Mr A M Ellis, Mr M Ellis

TUESDAY 7 APRIL - OAKBANK

Thomas Farms Hurdle - 3200m 
PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st Killarney Kid (NZ) P Payne S Pateman Yu Long Investments

2nd Murphy’s Delight E V Musgrove L P Horner Murumba Racing, Mr B P Bradley, Mr I Bruce, 
Lamphee Racing, Mr F W Cook, Mrs C M Cook, 
Mr G Huddy, Mrs L Huddy, Werrett Bloodstock 
Pty Ltd, The Cups Quest Racing, Just Need 
Confidence, Mr D M Ackery, Mrs K Ackery, Mr R 
G Mulcaster, Pony Up, Mr A J Williams, Mr A G 
Hodgson

3rd Casiraghi G Young R David Roi Bloodstock

4th October Date N Smart R Cully Smart Racing Stables, Mr S Heintze, Mr A S Mchugh, 
Mr R T Curnow, Mrs S J Curnow, Mr H L Tee, Mr J 
L Curnow, Mr A R Newman, Ballarat Boyz, Mr L G 
Hoffman, Mr J P Smart, Mr B D White

Von Doussa Steeplechase  - 3250m
PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st Zed Em (NZ) P Payne S Pateman Mr M J Southey, Mrs R D Southey, Mrs J J Booth, Mr C R 
Booth, Mr D W Shannon

2nd Spying On You (NZ) G Young T Ryan Racing Horses 2

3rd Doc Holliday S W Wilde P Hamblin Mr S W Wilde, Mr D E Williams, Mr P L Carter, Mr 
B A Palmer, Mr D M Pegler, Mr C Hood, Mr A Crow, 
Mr P G Daffy, Mr S W Timms, Punting Legends

4th Getting Leggie N Smart R David Mr E T Smart, Mr T Webber, Mr C J Evans, Mr J A Gallagher, 
Mr R B Penny, Ms S M Brennan, Mr R S Parrella, Mr B D 
Slater, Mr M J Penny, Mr S D Bjordal, Ms W M Lippett, Smart 
Racing Stables, Mr I C Wallis
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14 APRIL - PAKENHAM

E-Cycle Solutions Maiden Hurdle - 3200m 
PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st Goodwood Zodiac (IRE) G Waterhouse & 
A Bott

S Jackson Mr R McClure, Mr A Konstantatos, Mrs A 
Konstantatos, Dr P C Goel, Mr D W Lilley, Mr P J 
Blunden, Mr G G B MacDonald, Mr D P Maher, Mr 
C Tognolini, Mr T Mitevski, Henderson Stayers, 
Vasamiry, Mrs S A Hardie, Mr W W Guest, Mr J B 
Bongiorno, Mr D J Deykin, A R Company, Mr F T 
Liu, Mr P J Morgan, Gairose

2nd Like You Look B J Simpson M Kelly Miss B J Simpson

3rd Tailored N Dunn T Ryan Mr D A Colgrave, Ms K Garrad

4th Firefree C G Murphy R Cully Mr P J Sandy, Mrs R L Sandy, Mr C G Murray, Mrs M 
Murray

E-Cycle Solutions JW Hurdle  - 3200m
PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st Mr One Eleven E V Musgrove M Kelly  Mrs I E H Musgrove, Mr T B Waterfall, Mr J D Bruce, Mr 
G J Waterfall, Mr B N Adams, Mr B J Waterfall, Mr P W 
Uren, Mr P A Dawes, Mr P Couzens, Mrs M G Gray, Mr G 
R Gray, Miss S M Pike, Mr LJ Seeley

2nd Ascot Red C Maher & D 
Eustace

T Ryan  Mr P D L Horwitz, Mr J D L Horwitz, Stags, Mrs D M 
Colley, Ms B G Horwitz, Mr S G L Horwitz, Mrs H F 
Horwitz

3rd Celestial Sky M A Bell J Lynch Mr M A Bell, Mr P J Bow, Mr R Scamporlino, Mr 
A R Bow, Mr J Bow, Mr A Young, Mr M J Holt, Mr 
D J L Langhans, Mr M Hobbs, Mrs B J Bell, Mr I D 
Dunkley

4th Vysotsky M B Scott T Sadler Mrs M L Reid, Mrs B M Kemp, Mr G C Kemp, Mr W G Reid

E-Cycle Solutions MJ Bourke Hurdle  - 3200m
PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st Lucques E V Musgrove M Kelly Mrs I E H Musgrove, Mr P J Morgan, Mrs S L Morgan, 
Mr S A Russell, Mrs M J Russell, Grandlodge Racing Pty 
Ltd, Contract Racing Pty Ltd, Mr A G Hodgson, Mr A J 
Williams, Mr LJ Seeley, Miss S M Pike, Mrs G C Psaltis, 
Mr N S Psaltis, Mr T B Waterfall, Mr B N Adams, Mr B J 
Waterfall, Mr G J Waterfall, Mr P A Dawes

2nd Big Blue (GB) C Maher & D 
Eustace

S Pateman Halo Racing Services Pty Ltd, Mrs J M McKenna, Mr D 
Bowman, Mr J F Webb, Mr M R Fallon, Mr D E Williams, 
Blg Racing

3rd Our Yangtze (GB) S W Wilde R Cully PROF D Llewelyn, Mr J D Deague, Mr P Newton, 
Mr D C Dare, Mr G Robinson, Mr D P Sinn, Mr W O 
Reynolds, Mrs S M Halchenko, R M K, Millar Racing 
& Breeding, Heathrow Departure Lounge, Mr C D 
Taylor, Devil's Dirge, Mrs S Grouios, Mr J B Scott, 
Mr R H Stanley, Mr S Gadsden, Mr W G Johnson, 
Mr N V Griffin, Mr J Johnstone

4th Tangara E V Musgrove T Sadler Mrs I E H Musgrove

J.E.H Spencer Memorial Steeplechase - 3200m 
PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st Solar Coaster (NZ) H Dwyer T Sadler Mr K C P Chan

2nd Slowpoke Rodriguez (NZ) P Payne R Cully Farmhouse Holdings Pty Ltd, Mr K Myers

3rd Newbury D M Maher T Ryan Mr D M Maher, Mr A Mcgregor, Halo Racing Services Pty 
Ltd, Mrs J Mckenna, Mrs J C Bishop, Mr D W Bishop, Mr 
J Maher, Mr M R Fallon, Mr G M Verdoorn, Mr N J Rule

4th Don’t Be Shy J P Salanitri L P Horner Mr F Salanitri, Mrs E L Hollingworth, Mr J P Salanitri, 
Big Five O, Mr A W White, Mr J Ulkowski, Mr P 
Thepvongsa, Mr H Elhage, Mr J Damiano, Mr R B 
Walker, Junction
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20 APRIL - OAKBANK

Thomas Farms Classic Hurdle - 3600m 
PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st Casiraghi G R Young R David Roi Bloodstock

2nd Murphy’s Delight (IRE) E V Musgrove L P Horner Murumba Racing, Mr B P Bradley, Mr I Bruce, 
Lamphee Racing, Mr F W Cook, Mrs C M Cook, Mr 
G Huddy, Mrs L Huddy, Werrett Bloodstock Pty 
Ltd, The Cups Quest Racing, Just Need Confidence, 
Mr D M Ackery, Mrs K Ackery, Mr R G Mulcaster, 
Pony Up, Mr A J Williams, Mr A G Hodgson

3rd Zuhayr A Rosolini P Hamblin Mr M R Rosolini, Miss V Rosolini

4th Ivan Grozny (FR) B D Brook R Cully Mr A McGregor, Mr R Gunes, Mr A J Warren, Mr 
N J Rule, Mr A J Webber, Ms L McGregor, Ms A L 
McGregor

Thomas Farms Great Eastern Steeplechase  - 4950m
PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st Zed Em (NZ) P Payne S Pateman Mr M J Southey, Mrs R D Southey, Mrs J J Booth, Mr C R 
Booth, Mr D W Shannon

2nd Spying On You (NZ) G Young T Ryan Racing Horses 2

3rd Undergroundfighter A Rosolini L P Horner Miss V Rosolini, Mrs P Scrivano, Mr R Scrivano, Mr 
M R Rosolini

4th Doc Holliday S W Wilde D Horner Jnr Mr S W Wilde, Mr D E Williams, Mr P L Carter, Mr B A Palmer, 
Mr D M Pegler, Mr C Hood, Mr A Crow, Mr P G Daffy, Mr S W 
Timms, Punting Legends

22 APRIL - OAKBANK

E-Cycle Solutions Benchmark 120 Hurdle - 3200m 
PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st Mr One Eleven E V Musgrove S Pateman Mrs I E H Musgrove, Mr T B Waterfall, Mr J D 
Bruce, Mr G J Waterfall, Mr B N Adams, Mr B 
J Waterfall, Mr P W Uren, Mr P A Dawes, Mr P 
Couzens, Mrs M G Gray, Mr G R Gray, Miss S M 
Pike, Mr LJ Seeley

2nd Beyond Thankful (IRE) E V Musgrove W Gordon Werrett Bloodstock Pty Ltd

3rd Cable Bay (NZ) S T Oxlade D Horner Mr J C O'loughlin, Mrs S M Searle, Mr J Hellmanns

4th Like You Look B J Simpson M Kelly B J Simpson

Thomas Farms Steeplechase  - 3250m
PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st Searaven B D Brook R Cully Dr P B C Rofe, Mr P R Gunner, Mr J M Barrington, Mr D 
R Wagner

2nd Aldous S Pateman P Hamblin Ms S A Barton, Mr B Danaher, Mr G Thornburgh

3rd Zataglio (NZ) E V Musgrove D Horner Jnr Mrs I E H Musgrove, Mr A E Gooderham, Mr L 
Smith, Mrs L M Tillyer, Mr G Henderson, Mr J Gavin, 
Mr D J Batchelor, Mrs C M O'shea, Mr P Couzens, 
Mr A B Jackson
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30 APRIL - WARRNAMBOOL

George Taylor Memorial Maiden Hurdle  - 3200m
PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st Darabad (FR) R E Laing J Lynch Mr R H Montague, Mrs S M Montague, Mr P 
Athanasakos, Mrs A J Athanasakos, Mr M A Lester, Mrs 
K B Lester, Mr S D Bryan, Halo Racing Services Pty Ltd, 
Mr D W Lilley, Mrs S Lilley, Mr P Couzens, Mr R E Laing

2nd Hakuna Matata Q Scott P Hamblin Wyadup Valley Farm

3rd Andrea Mantegna (USA) A Alexander R Cully Roll The Dice, L M R Racing, Mr C Mcleish, Sebs 
Racing, A A P B Group, The Brougham Arms, Mr 
C Pinniger, Addicted Investments, Burra Boys, 
Mr P J Harrison, Ondraya not Anndreea, Miti 
Racing, Ben Gee Racing, He Hampster, Snow Road 
Thoroughbreds Pty Ltd, Don't Stop Me Now, Koala 
Dreaming Syndicate, Mr R J Powell, Mr J I Honey

4th Wicked Trilogy M B Scott C Douglas Mr M B Scott, Mrs K D Scott, Mr S J Barker, Ms K M Paris, 
Mr B R Hudgson, Mr B T W Mcluckie, Mrs M G Mcluckie, Mr 
P B Lorenz, Mr D J Borthwick, Mrs T L Borthwick, Mr A J 
Caddy, Mrs M A Caddy, Mr C A Hanson, Ms S Harden, Mr A 
R Mcivor, Mrs R L Mcivor, Mrs L A Mclaren, Mr D Bowman, 
Mr M J Ash, Mrs S A Ash

SL Distributors Maiden Hurdle - 3200m 
PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st Social Element (NZ) G Waterhouse &        
A Bott

S Jackson G & C Pastoral Co Pty Ltd, Mr G G B Macdonald, 
Mr J D Deague, Mr R H Kirby, Mr D P Maher, Mr P J 
Mullen, Mr G Singh

2nd Hursley (Nz) C Maher &                  
D Eustace

S Pateman Mr P B Jens, Mr R L Charley, Miss K L Bourke, Mr J 
H L Forrest, Mr G R Delany

3rd Golden Flag (NZ) P F Ryan D Horner Jnr Mrs C S Ryan, Mr H H Wee

4th Beyond Thankful (IRE) E V Musgrove W Gordon Werrett Bloodstock Pty Ltd

Shojun Concrete Maiden Hurdle - 3200m 
PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st Euroman (GB) C Maher & D 
Eustace

S Jackson Mr M Krauser, Mr D Davidson, Mrs J N Krauser, 
Mrs B B Watkins, Mr M T Watkins, Mr E A 
Giannakopoulos, Mr P A Lawrence, Mr A P 
Parkinson, Mr P W Riedel

2nd Super Haze (IRE) S Ryan W Gordon Rosemont Stud Pty Ltd, Mr S P Morrissy, Mr N G 
Austin, Mr R L Harding

3rd Harvard (NZ) A J Purcell L P Horner Purcells Enjoy Racing

4th Jamieson R E Laing T Sadler Mr R H Montague, Mrs S M Montague, Mr P J Butler, 
Mrs J E Butler, Double R L, Mrs M A Wilson, Mr D 
A Wilson, Mr P H Duke, Mr K D Knights, Mr G O 
Sturesteps, Mr H J Reynolds, Mr N Wilson

3YB FM Scotty Stewart Brierly Steeplechase - 3450m 
PLACE HORSE TRAINER RIDER OWNER/S

1st Bit Of A Lad C Maher & D 
Eustace

S Pateman Wilawl Go Racing, Mr M A Atchison, Mr J S 
Atchison, Ms K J Richards, Puofonhls Racing, Mr C 
B Coyne, Mr J B Brown, Mr J S Walsh, The Oakleigh 
Boys, Mr P K Mitchem, L D B Racing, Mr N Mcasey, 
Mr J Smith, Wy-Yung, Mr B Singh, May At The 
'bool, Mrs S Cahill, Mr B N Bannerman

2nd Gold Medals (NZ) S W Wilde C Douglas Mr A C King, Mrs A King, Ms M M Rowsthorn, Mrs S 
J Macdonald, Mr S W Wilde, Mr G E Bourke, Mr P F 
Blain, Mrs A M Bonjer, Mr N A Weir, Mrs J E Weir

3rd Dormello Mo (FR) S Ryan W Gordon Mr A Mcgregor, Mr N J Rule, Mr A J Warren, Mr A J 
Webber, Mr A D D Ogilvie, Mr R L Mcdowell, Mr K A 
Callanan, Mr R J Neeson, Mr N Earls

4th Newbury D M Maher T Ryan Mr D M Maher, Mr A Mcgregor, Halo Racing Services 
Pty Ltd, Mrs J McKenna, Mrs J C Bishop, Mr D W Bishop, 
Mr J Maher, Mr M R Fallon, Mr G M Verdoorn, Mr N J 
Rule
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email ............................................................................................................................................................
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 cardholders name...........................................................................................................................
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#howgoodisjumpsracing

For Your Diary – upcoming Special Events                
Watch this space for details of events:

 
May  –  Sunday 19 Casterton • Open Chase

May  –  Sunday 26 Sandown • Australian Hurdle & Australian Steeple

July –  Sunday 7 Warrnambool • Kevin Lafferty Hurdle & 

  Thackeray Steeple

July  –  Sunday 21 Pakenham Super Jumps Day •

  Brendon Dreschler Hurdle & Mosstrooper Steeple

August  –  Sunday 4 Sandown • GN Hurdle & Crisp Steeple

August –  Sunday 25 Ballarat • Gotta Take Care Hurdle, 

  JJ Houlahan Hurdle & GN Steeple, 

September –  Saturday 21 Mosstrooper Celebration of the 2019 Season

MISSED A COPY OF THE NEWSLETTER?

Past copies of the newsletter are available on request.

Useful Links
Follow us on Twitter, YouTube, Pinterest, Instagram and Facebook

   
 Find us at our NEW website  www.australianjumpsracing.com 

Jumps Racing http://www.racing.com
Racing Victoria http://www.racingvictoria.net.au/p_AJRA.aspx
                https://rv.racing.com/racing-and-integrity/jumps-racing
Irish Thoroughbred Marketing   http://www.itm.ie
Off The Track rv.racing.com/the-horse/off-the-track
Horse & Country http://www.horseandcountry.com.au
AJRA Promo http://vimeo.com/120989768 

The Irish Field http://www.theirishfield.ie

AJRA:                                
 
400 Epsom Road
Flemington  
Victoria  3031
Australia
Email:  
inezmusgrove@australianjumpsracing.com

Phone:  0499 988 556 

executive director 
  Inez Musgrove
 
COMMITTEE:                    
 
chairman 
  Sandy McGregor
vice chairman

  Nick Rule
secretary

  Inez Musgrove
treasurer

  Sandy McGregor

  Marg Lucas
  Eric Musgrove
  Lisa Coffey
  Des Roberts
  Paul Hamblin 
  Brett Scott
  Lachlan McKenzie
 
INDUSTRY 
APPOINTMENTS               
 
  Bill Wilde 
 - ata

  Joe Cannizzaro 
 – jumps racing south australia

  Paul Bloodworth 
 - rvl

  Lee Horner 
 – jockeys

http://www.racing.com
http://www.racingvictoria.net.au/p_AJRA.aspx
http://www.corriganclub.com.au
http://rv.racing.com/the-horse/off-the-track
http://vimeo.com/120989768
http://www.theirishfield.ie
mailto:info@ajra.com.au
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 EMAIL: inezmusgrove@australianjumpsracing.com 

1 March 2019 - 28 February 2020

.............................................................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................................

MEMBERSHIP 

    or     (A payment processing fee of 1.1% applies to Credit Card payments)

/

...........................................................................................

FULL MEMBERSHIP $125.00

FULL MEMBER (Newsletter via post) $160.00

 

(For all EFT payments, please add your full name and event for us to identify your payments)

YOUNG MEMBER (18-35) $ 50.00 

..............................................................................................................................................

 

 

PHONE: 03 9706 5966  Carol Torkar
            0499 988 556  Inez Musgrove


